Sermon for Thursday, January 14, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


The very first of Jesus’ miracles foretells the entire ministry of Christ.

It was on the third day – which presages the three days which Christ would spend in the tomb. Three days of waiting, of preparation, at the end of which something so amazing as to be almost beyond belief would occur.

The miracle occurred at the occasion of a marriage – which is the mystical union of a man and a woman in the eyes of God. The relationship between Jesus and His church too, is referred to as a marriage in which Jesus marries His church and takes it to Himself in sacred bonds.
Jesus and His followers were there, of course. We, as His followers, are present in the world today as we continue in sacred union with Him.

At the marriage in Cana, everything was ready – or almost everything. There was, we learn, no wine. Now, the drinking of wine is a traditional part of Jewish tradition, present at all weddings, circumcisions, and at Seder. The wine is considered a holy drink, giving dignity and importance to special occasions. 

So, when it was discovered that there was no wine available at the wedding feast, it was cause for great concern and upset. What a terrible disgrace it would be for the family of the wedding party if they could not provide wine for the wedding.

Mary, the blessed mother of Jesus, was there, as were Jesus’ five disciples. (He only had five at this point, as he had not called more than this to Him yet.) Jesus’ position at the wedding was one of honor, as He had been specifically called to the feast.

It may be that the parities to the wedding were related to Him.

So it was that Mary came to Him and informed Him of the trouble. “They have no wine.”
 

Jesus at first declines to intervene. “Mine hour is not yet come.”
 Not that He wished harm to the wedding party, or their family. Not that he was being obstinate. “Mine hour is not yet come.”

So why, we might ask, did he only a short time later decide to act? 

Matthew Henry, in his “Commentary on the Whole Bible” offers several possible reasons. It might be, Henry reasoned, that Christ could not act until all the available wine was spent – basing his argument on the reasoning that the feast-givers would not have started the feast without having at least some wine on hand.

He also suggests that possibly Christ simply changed His mind because he knew that the doing of this first miracle would cement His disciples and others into the faith.

He also posits that perhaps it was needful that He allow need to appear and be fully appreciated so that the magnitude of His action could be understood. In the last analysis, we do not know why Jesus at first deferred, then decided to act.

What we know is that He did act, and performed His first miracle at the wedding feast at Cana. 

Just as He would later give His own blood to be our wine in the sacrament of Holy Communion, so He gave wine to the wedding guests at Cana of Galilee.  

And, just as the wedding of the Church and Christ is not complete without the sacrament of Holy Communion, in which we receive His body and blood, neither would the wedding at Cana have been complete without the wine Jesus provided.

And once He had provided that wine, He became not just guest, but gave command that some of the wine be dipped and taken to the “governor of the feast.”
 The governor did not know from whence the wine came, but the disciples, and Mary, and those servants who took the wine to him knew.

So too, the disciples of Jesus today, and those who serve Him know what He does and by what power, while the leaders of the world often do not know or understand. 

Jesus came to serve and to save the lowly and meek, not those who believe in their own power and infallibility. Those who trust in Him have faith, and they have His joy, and they share in His kingdom.

Thus is the miracle at Cana the same as His ministry on Earth. 

He waits until we are in need, then supplies our needs.

He waits until we call upon Him, and He answers us.

He is our servant and our King. 

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, who fulfills all our needs and knows them better that we ourselves, We thank You that in the blessed Communion we are made one with You through the precious body and blood. As You provided what the guests at Cana needed, so provide for us now what we truly need. Of Your blessed mercy we pray. Amen.
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